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Topics in Literacy:

Professional Literacy
This unusual practicum/workshop course complements planning for the April 2009
international interdisciplinary graduate student literacy studies conference (“Literacy Studies: Many Readings, Many Writings”) and the Graduate Interdisciplinary Specialization in Literacy Studies (GIS-LS ). One of its several intentions is to provide time and graduate credit for work done on the conference. The  making of the conference itself involves traditional and new literacies, and multiple opportunities for their use and sometimes their abuse. At the same time, it also provides an environment in which to reflect critically and collectively on those endeavors and to reflect on their multiple contexts, meanings, and uses.
The course also goes beyond both of those projects to examine critically a number of the fundamentals of professional scholarly practices that shed light on our understanding of literacy and literacies and in turn provide opportunities to practice and hone those abilities and their critical uses. Together, they provide a special and unusual approach to professional learning and preparation for scholarly life.

Our foci and objectives address: 

· interdisciplinary conferences for graduate students, organized, developed, and managed by graduate students

· paths to professional preparation and professional practice 

· different varieties of literacies paralleled by the conference themes
THIS COURSE MEETS THE GIS IN LITERACY STUDIES REQUIREMENT FOR AN ELECTIVE CORE COURSE 

Our activities include: 

· locating and comparing graduate student conferences; sketching the history of graduate student conferences; careful examination and critiques of  previous conferences, comparison of student and other academic conferences. For this, the WWW will be a major resource (although we will also probe its limits)
· brief synthetic, comparative, and critical papers that develop some of these areas of exploration
· brief sketches of alternative conference formats and practices

· group or individual projects that link the planning for our April 2009 conference to these approaches and understandings
· inquiring into and probing critically the varieties of literacies that we encounter or bring to bear in these pursuits

Readings:

David Lodge, Small World (Penguin 1995)
Andrew L. Johns and Kenneth A. Osgood, “Planning a Graduate Student Conference,”

American Historical Association Perspectives, Mar., 1999
Chris W Golde and George E. Walker, eds., Envisioning the Future of Doctoral 


Education. Carnegie Essays on the Doctorate. Jossey-Bass, 2006
Selected materials from our own and other conferences

Grades will be based on attendance and participation (33%), focused group projects (33%), and two or more brief essays (34%).

Weekly topics will follow from the group's collective proposal for selecting major conference-related tasks in coordination with the instructor's designation of readings, research materials, and alternative modes of developing and tackling the major activities. This will itself be a central feature of the course and its pedagogical practices and experiences.

Grading scale:

93-100: A, 90-92: A-, 88-89: B+, 83-87: B, 80-82: B-, 78-79: C+, 73-77: C, 70-72: C-, 68-69: D+, 63-67: D, below 63: E

Disability Statement
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Academic Misconduct Statement

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).
